
 

Connecticut Society Sons of the American Revolution  

All Members Meeting - April 22, 2017 

The Captain Daniel Packer Inn, Mystic, CT 
 

President Ethan A. Stewart, Sr. called the meeting to order at 11:12 a.m. 

Following the invocation, a moment of silence was observed for our compatriots who have passed away 

this year. 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, and the Pledge to the SAR, acting Secretary, First Vice President 

Damien M. Cregeau indicated that, with 29 members in attendance, a quorum was present for the 

meeting. 

 

President Stewart welcomed Vice President General Wayne Mallar and past Vice President General 

Douglas Wood and all guest in attendance  

 

Minutes from the previous meeting held on February 18, 2017 were approved at today’s meeting; 28 

members voted to approve, 1 member voted against. 

 

Committee and Branch Reports are posted on our web site: 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Daniel Benoit stated that he had been holding off on the reconciliation due to the large number 

of drops. He stated that he will be submitting to National on April 24, 2017.  Daniel passed out the list of 

members who have dropped from each Branch and indicated that if the members pay on-line this weekend 

they will be added to the reconciliation. 

 

Old Business 

 

Damien Cregeau and David Packard have been working on the preservation and display of our first 

CTSSAR flag.  David Packard indicated that a recommended local vendor in the Mystic area is able to 

frame the flag in a shadow style; the cost will be approximately $1,000.00.  This company will accept the 

liability of the flag on their property and will place it behind ultraviolet Plexiglas on an acid free backing.  

The previous vendor would not accept liability and will no longer be considered.  In further discussions 

with Ethan Stewart and Paul Selnau, it was suggested that the best solution at this point would be 

photograph the flag and then place it a safe deposit box.  Damien Cregeau will give the flag to Paul 

Selnau who will photograph it and then place it in a safe deposit box.  David Packard stated that we need 

to determine a value of the flag and obtain appropriate insurance, additional testing may also need to be 

done to determine the age of the flag.  It was suggested that he contact the Stonington Historical Society 

and ask for recommendations, they recently restored a historic flag and may offer some guidance. It was 

also recommended by a historian in attendance that Plexiglas not be used. 



 

New Business 

 

President Stewart indicated that on August 26, 2017 there will be a State Grave Ceremony held jointly 

with the State DAR in Stratford at the Christ Episcopal Church Cemetery. President Stewart has 

researched the site and discovered that there are twenty patriots buried at this location including William 

Samuel Johnson signer of our constitution.  He also noted that several members of the SAR and the DAR 

have been restoring the stones and the grounds. All in attendance were enthusiastic and supportive of the 

Grave Marking. 

David Perkins reported that he attended the New England district leadership conference held in 

Westminster Ma. Rev. G. Carron spoke on the life of Benjamin Tallmadge and the Culper spy ring.  Dave 

received a framed photograph of seven original member of the CTSSAR as a gift, it will be on display at 

the War Office.  Dave Perkins and Ken Roach also attend the leadership meeting in Louisville in March. 

Both attended several meetings on Friday and Saturday. Ken Roach attend meeting on the Veteran 

committees and Dave Perkins attended meeting on Eagle Scout Awards and chaired the grading 41 

applications submitted this year.  At the NEDC meeting Ken Roach was nominated and voted in as the 

next president of the New England District.  At the next meeting at congress he will be sworn in as the 

next Vice President General and will be succeeding Vice President General Wayne Mallar.  Dave noted 

that the next New England District meeting will be held in Deerfield Ma. on September 16th, he 

encouraged all members to attend.  

 

Membership Award; President Stewart and David Perkins presented the following awards 

David Perkins: State Distinguished Service Medal 

Kenneth Buckbee: State Distinguished Service Certificate 

 

The following members received the Silver Roger Sherman Medal: 

Gregory Thompson, Richard Kendall, Gary Pitcock, Robert Rivard 

 

The following members received certificates of Appreciation: William Robbins, Timothy Wilkins, 

William Lane, William Fenn, Ian King, Eric King, John Morgan, John Emblidge, Damian Cregeau 

 

Russell Wirtalla, 30-year membership pin and certificate 

Tyler Smith, 15-year membership pin and certificate 

 

Damian Cregeau presented the slate of officers for 2017- 2018 term 

 

National Trustee:  David J. Perkins  

Alternate Trustee:  Kenneth D. Roach 

President:  Ethan A. Stewart, Sr. 

1st Vice President:  Damien M. Cregeau 

2nd Vice President:  William H. Robbins 

Secretary:  Paul H. Selnau 

Assistant Secretary:  John M. Emblidge 

Treasurer:  Daniel E. Benoit 

Assistant Treasurer:  Richard W. Kendall 

Registrar:  Gregory E. Thompson 

Chaplain:  William J. Lane, Jr. 

Historian:  Gary S. Pitcock 

Chancellor:  William P. Fenn 

Auditors:  Ian T. King Eric F. King 



 

President Stewart requested additional nominations from the floor three times.  Hearing none he closed 

the nominations. 

 

President Stewart asked for a motion to approve the nominations.  The motion was made and seconded. 

All members voted in favor of the motion. The motion was made and seconded for the Secretary to cast 

one vote in favor of the 2017 -2018 nominations. All members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

Acting Secretary, First Vice President Damien M. Cregeau cast one vote in favor of the 2017 -2018 

nominations. 

 

The 2017 - 2018 officers were installed by Vice President General Wayne Mallar 

 

Recess for Lunch 

Reconvene: 

 

David Perkins introduced this year’s Eagle Scout Award winner; Sean Watson presented his essay 

entitled “The Battle of Groton Heights” to the members present. Dave Perkins and President Ethan 

Stewart presented Sean Watson with his award. 

 

Commander Dwinells introduced this year’s JROTC Award winner; Patrick Joyce presented his essay 

entitled “How has the JROTC prepared me to be a better citizen of the United States of America” to the 

member’s present. Dave Perkins and President Ethan Stewart presented Patrick Joyce with his award. 

 

Following the SAR recessional and the benediction, the meeting was adjourned at 2:15 

 

Respectfully submitted: Paul H. Selnau, CTSSAR Secretary 

 


